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Henri I King of France (1006-1060) married Anne of Kiev of France (1024-1075). 
Henry I was King of the Franks from 1031 to his death. The royal demesne of France reached its smallest size 
during his reign, and for this reason he is often seen as emblematic of the weakness of the early Capetians. This 
is not entirely agreed upon, however, as other historians regard him as a strong but realistic king, who was 
forced to conduct a policy mindful of the limitations of the French monarchy. A member of the House of Capet, 
Henry was born in Reims, the son of King Robert II (972–1031) and Constance of Arles (986–1034). He was 
crowned King of France at the Cathedral in Reims on 14 May 1027, in the Capetian tradition, while his father 
still lived. He had little influence and power until he became sole ruler on his father's death. 
 
Phillippe I King of France (1052-1108) married Bertha Countess of Holland (1054-1093). 
Philip I (23 May 1052 – 29 July 1108), called the Amorous, was King of the Franks from 1060 to 1108. His 
reign, like that of most of the early Capetians, was extraordinarily long for the time. The monarchy began a 
modest recovery from the low it reached in the reign of his father and he added to the royal demesne the Vexin 
and Bourges. Philip was born 23 May 1052 at Champagne-et-Fontaine, the son of Henry I and his wife Anne of 
Kiev. Unusually for the time in Western Europe, his name was of Greek origin, being bestowed upon him by his 
mother. Although he was crowned king at the age of seven, until age fourteen (1066) his mother acted as regent, 
the first queen of France ever to do so. Baldwin V of Flanders also acted as co-regent. 
 
Louis VI King of France Capet (1081-1137) married Alix Adelaide Countess Savoy (1092-1154). 
Louis VI (late 1081 – 1 August 1137), called the Fat (French: le Gros) or the Fighter (French: le Batailleur), was 
King of the Franks from 1108 to 1137. Chronicles called him "King of Saint-Denis". Louis was the first 
member of the house of Capet to make a lasting contribution to centralizing the institutions of royal power. He 
spent almost all of his twenty-nine-year reign fighting either the "robber barons" who plagued Paris or the kings 
of England for their continental possession of Normandy. Nonetheless, Louis VI managed to reinforce his 
power considerably and became one of the first strong kings of France since the death of Charlemagne in 814. 
Louis was a warrior-king, but by his forties his weight had become so great that it was increasingly difficult for 
him to lead in the field (hence the epithet "le Gros"). Details about his life and person are preserved in the Vita 
Ludovici Grossi Regis, a panegyric composed by his loyal advisor, Suger, abbot of Saint Denis. 
 
Louis VII king of France Capet (1119-1180) married Adela of Champagne (1140-1206). 
Louis VII (1119– 18 September 1180), called the Younger or the Young (French: le Jeune), was King of the 
Franks from 1137 to 1180. He was the son and successor of King Louis VI (hence the epithet "the Young") and 
married Duchess Eleanor of Aquitaine, one of the wealthiest and most powerful women in western Europe. The 
marriage temporarily extended the Capetian lands to the Pyrenees, but was annulled in 1152 after no male heir 
was produced. Immediately after the annulment of her marriage, Eleanor married Henry Plantagenet, Duke of 
Normandy and Count of Anjou, to whom she conveyed Aquitaine and produced five male heirs. When Henry 
became King of England in 1154 as Henry II, he ruled as king, duke or count over a large empire of kingdoms, 
duchies and counties that spanned from Scotland to the Pyrenees. Henry's efforts to preserve and expand on this 
patrimony for the Crown of England would mark the beginning of the long rivalry between France and England. 
Louis VII's reign saw the founding of the University of Paris and the disastrous Second Crusade. Louis and his 
famous counselor Abbot Suger pushed for a greater centralization of the state and favoured the development of 
French Gothic architecture, notably the construction of Notre-Dame de Paris. He died in 1180 and was 
succeeded by his son Philip II. He was married to Eleanor of Aquitaine, Constance of Castile, and Adele of 
Champagne – the mother of Phillip. 
 
Philip II King of France (1165-1223) married Isabelle Hainault (1170-1190). 
Philip II (21 August 1165 – 14 July 1223), byname Philip Augustus (French: Philippe Auguste), was King of 
France from 1180 to 1223. His predecessors had been known as kings of the Franks, but from 1190 onward, 
Philip became the first French monarch to style himself "King of France" (Latin: rex Francie). The son of King 
Louis VII and his third wife, Adela of Champagne, he was originally nicknamed Dieudonné (God-given) 



because he was a first son and born late in his father's life. Philip was given the epithet "Augustus" by the 
chronicler Rigord for having extended the crown lands of France so remarkably. After decades of conflicts with 
the House of Plantagenet, Philip succeeded in putting an end to the Angevin Empire by defeating a coalition of 
his rivals at the Battle of Bouvines in 1214. This victory would have a lasting impact on western European 
politics: the authority of the French king became unchallenged, while the English King John was forced by his 
barons to assent to Magna Carta and deal with a rebellion against him aided by Philip's son Louis, the First 
Barons' War. The military actions surrounding the Albigensian Crusade helped prepare the expansion of France 
southward. Philip did not participate directly in these actions, but he allowed his vassals and knights to help 
carry them out. Philip transformed France into the most prosperous and powerful country in Europe. He 
checked the power of the nobles and helped the towns free themselves from seigneurial authority, granting 
privileges and liberties to the emergent bourgeoisie. He built a great wall around Paris ("the Wall of Philip II 
Augustus"), re-organized the French government and brought financial stability to his country. 
 
Louis VIII Capet King of France (1187-1226) married Blanca Alphonsa Princess of Castile (1187-1252) 
Louis VIII (5 September 1187 – 8 November 1226), nicknamed The Lion (French: Le Lion), was King of 
France from 1223 to 1226. From 1216 to 1217, he invaded and claimed the Kingdom of England. Louis 
participated in the Albigensian Crusade in southern France, driving it to its successful and deadly conclusion. 
He was the only surviving son of King Philip II of France by his first wife, Isabelle of Hainaut, from whom he 
inherited the County of Artois. While Louis VIII only briefly reigned as king of France, he was an active leader 
prior to accession; having notably helped his father Philip crush an invasion attempt by a coalition of European 
states through his deeds at the siege of Roche-au-Moine in 1214. During the First Barons' War against King 
John of England, following a request from some of the rebellious English barons, the prince sailed to England 
with an army on 14 June 1216 despite discouragement from his father Philip and Pope Innocent III. He captured 
Winchester and soon controlled over half of the English kingdom. He was proclaimed "King of England" by the 
rebellious barons in London on 2 June 1216 but was actually never crowned king. He was excommunicated by 
the Pope, renounced his claim and was eventually repelled by the English following King John's death. Louis 
then successfully launched in 1217 the conquest of Guyenne, leaving the kings of England with the region of 
Gascony as their only remaining continental possession. He died in 1226 and was succeeded by his son Louis 
IX.  
 
Louis King of France IX Capet (1214-1270) married Margaret Berenger of Provence (1221-1295) 
Louis IX (25 April 1214 – 25 August 1270), commonly known as Saint Louis or Louis the Saint, was King of 
France from 1226 to 1270, and the most illustrious of the Direct Capetians. He was crowned in Reims at the age 
of 12, following the death of his father Louis VIII. His mother and Louis IX’s grandmother, Blanche of Castile, 
ruled the kingdom as regent until he reached maturity, and then remained his valued adviser until her death. 
During Louis' childhood, Blanche dealt with the opposition of rebellious vassals and secured Capetian success 
in the Albigensian Crusade, which had started 20 years earlier. As an adult, Louis IX faced recurring conflicts 
with some of his realm's most powerful nobles, such as Hugh X of Lusignan and Peter of Dreux. 
Simultaneously, Henry III of England attempted to restore the Angevin continental possessions, but was 
promptly routed at the Battle of Taillebourg. Louis annexed several provinces, notably parts of Aquitaine, 
Maine and Provence. Louis IX enjoyed immense prestige throughout Christendom and was one of the most 
notable European monarchs of the Middle Ages. His reign is remembered as a medieval golden age in which 
the Kingdom of France reached an economic as well as political peak. His fellow European rulers esteemed him 
highly for his skill at arms, the power and unmatched wealth of his kingdom, but also for his reputation for 
fairness and moral integrity; he was often asked to arbitrate their disputes. He was a reformer and developed a 
process of French royal justice in which the king was the supreme judge to whom anyone could in theory appeal 
for the amendment of a judgment. He banned trials by ordeal, tried to end the scourge of private wars, and 
introduced the presumption of innocence to criminal procedures. To enforce his new legal system, Louis IX 
created provosts and bailiffs. Honoring a vow he had made while praying for recovery during a serious illness, 
Louis IX led the ill-fated Seventh Crusade and Eighth Crusade against the Muslim dynasties that ruled North 
Africa, Egypt and the Holy Land in the 13th century. He was captured in the first and ransomed, and he died 
from dysentery during the latter. He was succeeded by his son Philip III. Pope Boniface VIII proclaimed the 



canonisation of Louis in 1297; he is the only French king to be declared a saint. Louis IX is often considered the 
model of the ideal Christian monarch. The influence of his canonization was so great that many of his 
successors were named Louis after him. 
 
Phillip III King Of France (1245-1285) married Isabella of Aragon (1247-1271) 
Philip III (1 May 1245 – 5 October 1285), called the Bold (French: le Hardi), was king of France from 1270 
until his death in 1285. His father, Louis IX, died in Tunis during the Eighth Crusade. Philip, who was 
accompanying him, returned to France and was anointed king at Reims in 1271. Philip inherited numerous 
territorial lands during his reign, the most notable being the County of Toulouse, which was returned to the 
royal domain in 1271. With the Treaty of Orléans, he expanded French influence into the Kingdom of Navarre 
and following the death of his brother Peter during the Sicilian Vespers, the County of Alençon was returned to 
the crown lands. Following the Sicilian Vespers, Philip led the Aragonese Crusade in support of his uncle. 
Initially successful, Philip, his army racked with sickness, was forced to retreat and died from dysentery in 
Perpignan in 1285. He was succeeded by his son Philip IV. 
 
Phillip IV King of France (1268-1314) married Jeane De Champagne (1271-1304) 
Philip IV (April–June 1268 – 29 November 1314), called Philip the Fair (French: Philippe le Bel), was King of 
France from 1285 to 1314. By virtue of his marriage with Jeane De Champagne (or Joan I of Navarre), he was 
also King of Navarre as Philip I from 1284 to 1305, as well as Count of Champagne. Although Philip was 
known to be handsome, hence the epithet le Bel, his rigid, autocratic, imposing and inflexible personality gained 
him (from friend and foe alike) other nicknames, such as the Iron King (French: le Roi de fer). His fierce 
opponent Bernard Saisset, bishop of Pamiers, said of him: "He is neither man nor beast. He is a statue." Philip, 
seeking to reduce the wealth and power of the nobility and clergy, relied instead on skillful civil servants, such 
as Guillaume de Nogaret and Enguerrand de Marigny, to govern the kingdom. The king, who sought an 
uncontested monarchy, compelled his upstart vassals by wars and restricted their feudal privileges, paving the 
way for the transformation of France from a feudal country to a centralized early modern state.Internationally, 
Philip’s ambitions made him highly influential in European affairs, and for much of his reign he sought to place 
his relatives on foreign thrones. Princes from his house ruled in Hungary, and he tried and failed to make 
another relative the Holy Roman emperor. 
 
Isabella of France  Queen of England (1295-1358) married Edward II of England (1284-1327). 
Isabella of France (c. 1295 – 22 August 1358), sometimes described as the She-Wolf of France (French: Louve 
de France), was Queen of England as the wife of King Edward II, and regent of England from 1327 until 1330. 
She was the youngest surviving child and only surviving daughter of Philip IV of France and Joan I of Navarre. 
Isabella was notable in her lifetime for her diplomatic skills, intelligence, and beauty. She overthrew her 
husband, becoming a "femme fatale" figure in plays and literature over the years, usually portrayed as a 
beautiful but cruel and manipulative figure. Isabella arrived in England at the age of 12 during a period of 
growing conflict between the king and the powerful baronial factions. Her new husband was notorious for the 
patronage he lavished on his favourite, Piers Gaveston, but the queen supported Edward during these early 
years, forming a working relationship with Piers and using her relationship with the French monarchy to bolster 
her own authority and power. After the death of Gaveston at the hands of the barons in 1312, however, Edward 
later turned to a new favourite, Hugh Despenser the Younger, and attempted to take revenge on the barons, 
resulting in the Despenser War and a period of internal repression across England. Isabella could not tolerate 
Hugh Despenser and by 1325 her marriage to Edward was at a breaking point. Travelling to France on a 
diplomatic mission, Isabella may have begun an affair with Roger Mortimer, and the two may possibly have 
agreed at this point to depose Edward and oust the Despenser family. The Queen returned to England with a 
small mercenary army in 1326, moving rapidly across England. The King's forces deserted him. Isabella 
deposed Edward, becoming regent on behalf of her son, Edward III. Some believe that Isabella then arranged 
the murder of Edward II. Isabella and Mortimer's regime began to crumble, partly because of her lavish 
spending, but also because the Queen successfully, but unpopularly, resolved long-running problems such as the 
wars with Scotland. In 1330, aged 18, Edward III forcibly asserted his authority, and Mortimer was executed. 



Isabella lost her regency and was put under arrest for two years, but afterwards she lived for many years in 
considerable style; though she did not reside at court, she often visited to see her grandchildren. 
 
Edward III Plantagenet King of England (1312-1377) married Phillipa De Hainault (1311-1369). 
Edward III (13 November 1312 – 21 June 1377), also known as Edward of Windsor before his accession, was 
King of England and Lord of Ireland from January 1327 until his death in 1377. He is noted for his military 
success and for restoring royal authority after the disastrous and unorthodox reign of his father, Edward II. 
Edward III transformed the Kingdom of England into one of the most formidable military powers in Europe. 
His fifty-year reign was one of the longest in English history, and saw vital developments in legislation and 
government, in particular the evolution of the English Parliament, as well as the ravages of the Black Death. He 
outlived his eldest son, Edward the Black Prince, and the throne passed to his grandson, Richard II. Edward was 
crowned at age fourteen after his father was deposed by his mother, Isabella of France, and her lover Roger 
Mortimer. At age seventeen he led a successful coup d'état against Mortimer, the de facto ruler of the country, 
and began his personal reign. After a successful campaign in Scotland he declared himself rightful heir to the 
French throne in 1337. This started what became known as the Hundred Years' War. Following some initial 
setbacks, this first phase of the war went exceptionally well for England; victories at Crécy and Poitiers led to 
the highly favourable Treaty of Brétigny, in which England made territorial gains, and Edward renounced his 
claim to the French throne. This phase would become known as the Edwardian War. Edward's later years were 
marked by international failure and domestic strife, largely as a result of his inactivity and poor health. Edward 
was a temperamental man but capable of unusual clemency. He was in many ways a conventional king whose 
main interest was warfare. Admired in his own time and for centuries after, he was denounced as an 
irresponsible adventurer by later Whig historians such as Bishop William Stubbs, but modern historians credit 
him with some significant achievements. 
 
John of Gaunt Plantagenet (1340-1399) married Catherine Roet Duchess of Lancaster (1350-1403) 
Catherine also married Hugh Swynford (1340-1372).  
John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster (6 March 1340 – 3 February 1399) was an English royal prince, military 
leader, and statesman. He was the third son of King Edward III of England, and the father of King Henry IV. 
Due to Gaunt's royal origin, advantageous marriages, and some generous land grants, he was one of the richest 
men of his era, and was an influential figure during the reigns of both his father and his nephew, Richard II. As 
Duke of Lancaster, he is the founder of the royal House of Lancaster, whose members would ascend the throne 
after his death. His birthplace, Ghent, corrupted into English as Gaunt, was the origin for his name. When he 
became unpopular later in life, a scurrilous rumour circulated, along with lampoons, claiming that he was 
actually the son of a Ghent butcher. This rumour, which infuriated him, may have been inspired by the fact that 
Edward III had not been present at his birth. 
 
During his second marriage, John of Gaunt had entered into an extra-marital love affair with Catherine 
Swynford, the daughter of an ordinary knight, which would produce four children for the couple. All of them 
were born out of wedlock, but legitimised upon their parents' eventual marriage. The adulterous relationship 
endured until 1381, when it was broken out of political necessity. On 13 January 1396, two years after the death 
of Constance of Castile, Katherine and John of Gaunt married in Lincoln Cathedral. The children bore the 
surname "Beaufort" after a former French possession of the duke. The Beaufort children, three sons and a 
daughter, were legitimised by royal and papal decrees after John and Katherine married. A later proviso that 
they were specifically barred from inheriting the throne—the phrase excepta regali dignitate ("except royal 
status")—was inserted with dubious authority by their half-brother Henry IV. John was also married to Blanche 
of Lancaster who was the mother of King Henry IV. 
 
Catherine Swynford, Duchess of Lancaster (born Katherine de Roet, c. 1350 – 10 May 1403), also spelled 
Catharine or Katherine, was the third wife of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, a son of King Edward III. She 
had been the Duke's lover for many years before their marriage. The couple's children, born before the 
marriage, were later legitimised during the reign of the Duke's nephew, Richard II. When the Duke's son from 
his first marriage overthrew Richard, becoming Henry IV, he introduced a provision that neither they nor their 



descendants could ever claim the throne of England; however, the legitimacy for all rights was a parliamentary 
statute that Henry IV lacked the authority to amend. Their descendants were members of the Beaufort family, 
which played a major role in the Wars of the Roses. Henry VII, who became King of England in 1485, derived 
his claim to the throne from his mother, Margaret Beaufort, who was a great-granddaughter of Gaunt and 
Swynford. His legal claim to the throne, therefore, was through a cognatic and previously illegitimate line. 
Henry's first action was to declare himself king "by right of conquest" retroactively from 21 August 1485, the 
day before his army defeated King Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth. 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Roet-3 
 
Hugh Swynford (1340-1372) married Catherine Roet Duchess of Lancaster (1350-1403) 
Catherine was also married to John "Duke of Lancaster" of Gaunt Plantagenet son of King Edward III of 
England. 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Swynford-3 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Roet-3 
 
Thomas De Swynford (1368-1432) married Margaret Grey (1378-1454) 
Margaret was also married to John D’Arsy (or Darsy) father of ancestor Phillpi Darcy. 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Swynford-6 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Grey-227 
 
Elizabeth Swynford (1405-1425) married William Bilesby (1395-   ) 
https://www.geni.com/people/William-Bilesby/6000000008148172671 
https://www.myheritage.com/names/elizabeth_bilesby 
 
Margaret Bilesby (1425-1470) married Thomas Thimbleby (1425-1476) 
https://www.geni.com/people/Margaret-Thimbley/6000000008147852096 
https://www.geni.com/people/Thomas-Thimbleby/6000000008672360391 
 
Joan Thimbleby (1470-1570) married Robert Irby (1465-1565) both approximate 
https://www.geni.com/people/Joan-Irby/6000000008147558057 
https://www.geni.com/people/Robert-Irby/6000000008672309243 
 
Anthony Irby (1500-1552) married Alice Bountayne (1494-1557). 
https://www.geni.com/people/Anthony-Irby-JP/6000000006444449424 
https://www.geni.com/people/Alice-Bountayne/6000000006444449416 
 
John Irby (1520-1553) married Rose Overton (1526-1579) 
https://www.geni.com/people/John-Irby-JP/6000000002043237550 
https://www.geni.com/people/Rose-Beawe/6000000002043237559 
 
Olive Irby (1547-1614) married Edward Bulkeley (1540-1620) 
 
The rest of this line is continued on the Line 6 Document. The history of the Bulkeley Familiy is also contained 
in another document on this web site. The Bulkeleys are ancestors of both the Hutchinsons and the Donalds 
  
 
 


